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Executive Summary 
The NSW Country Mayors Association stands firm in our pursuit of equity of service 
provision for the residents of our communities that choose to live, work and prosper 
in country NSW. That is why we are pleased to offer our list of priorities for 
consideration and implementation to all political parties contesting the 2023 NSW 
state election. 

This document articulates the eight highest priority areas requiring action from the 
State Government according to our members. Within this document,  Country 
Mayors Association  of NSW (CMA) have listed real positive solutions that will, if 
actioned, make meaningful generation change in country NSW.  

CMA conduct a survey of our members to identify the issues most affecting their 
communities. These priority areas are: 
 Skills and Training 
 Health Services 
 Roads and Transport 
 Water Security 
 Housing  
 Crime, Law and Order 
 Telecommunications Blackspot Coverage 
 Disaster Preparedness and Funding 
 
Throughout the pages to follow, CMA have sprinkled new funding program 
suggestions such as: Building Country Homes; Fixing Country Pinch Points; Smart 
Country Water Users; Building Country Trades; and a Country Roads Restoration 
Program, all directed to improve the liveability of our members’ communities. 

Existing extremely popular programs that are delivering real benefits for CMA 
communities, such as Stronger Country Communities, Resources for Regions, Fixing 
Local Roads and Bridges, Safe and Secure Water and Connecting Country 
Communities programs should continue for the next four-year term with an annual 
increase of inflation. 

Our members are also requesting reviews be conducted in the Ministries of Health, 
Skills and Training, Water, Police and Emergency Services.  

CMA calls for a review of the Biodiversity Off-sets Scheme in NSW. We are seeking 
outcomes that will not penalise developments in regional, rural and remote local 
government areas, but will act as incentives. 

CMA requests that our Chairman or representative have a seat at the table in the 
NSW Minister for Local Government Advisory Panel.  
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The NSW Country Mayors Association stands united with our members to advocate 
for residents who choose to call country NSW home. We will continue to work with 
both State and Commonwealth governments to achieve the best quality of life and 
provision of services for our residents, and we look forward to a prosperous future. 
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establishing services in rural NSW and requires local government to take the lead by 
providing the much-in-demand services needed by their communities.    
 
The complex regulatory environment surrounding aged care facilities and a lack of 
suitably qualified aged care staff continues to make it increasingly difficult for 
councils to provide aged care services.   If this service fails, aged residents in need of 
care will be forced into an already overcrowded state health system, and be 
required to move from their localities and families when full-time care is needed.  The 
recently-announced 15% salary increase to aged care workers related to those on 
Federal Awards, and does not apply to the State Award.  While any pay increase is 
welcomed to a generally underpaid sector, it is another cost which will need to be 
absorbed by local government if staff are to be retained or attracted to rural 
communities. 
 
Impending changes to the Aged Care Act will require providers to employ 
Registered Nurses (RN) to provide 24 hours coverage for residents.  In Coolamon’s 
33-bed facility, this means that five RNs will be needed to satisfy regulations and 
cover for leave, training and other absences of the RN.   There are currently 
insufficient trained RNs in the NSW Health System to provide this number of nurses to 
rural and regional council-owned aged care facilities.   In the short to medium-term, 
overseas-trained nurses provide a viable answer to the problem, however there is an 
urgent need to review the qualifications needed and to align these with the skills of 
trained overseas nurses.   A similar issue arises regarding aged care service 
employees who are essential to the  operation of aged care facilities in rural 
areas.   It is difficult to attract aged care service employees due to a number of 
factors, including lack of housing and spouse employment opportunities. In short, we 
have a staffing and immigration problem. 
 
Both Federal and State governments must recognise the important contribution 
played by councils in providing aged care in rural NSW, and provide specific 
funding to councils supporting this vital service.  

Ask - That the health outcomes and access to health and hospital services in rural, 
regional and remote New South Wales report recommendations be implemented 
fully and with speed. 

Commentary – In May 2022, the final report was handed down for the Upper House 
Inquiry into health outcomes and access to health and hospital services in rural, 
regional and remote New South Wales. The report outlined 22 findings that 
articulated the state of extreme stress of the health system in country communities, 
and detailed a list of 44 recommendations to improve the situation. 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2615/Report%20no%2057%20-
%20PC%202%20-%20Health%20outcomes%20and%20access%20to%20services.pdf 
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Ask - The State Government needs to lobby the Federal Government to reinstate 
the requirement for overseas doctors to work in “rural and remote areas” for a set 
term, rather than in “regional” areas for a set term. 

Commentary – The 2020 Upper House Inquiry into health outcomes and access to 
health and hospital services in rural, regional and remote New South Wales listed 22 
findings that clearly show how depleted and under extreme stress the health systems 
are in regional, rural and remote communities. Finding 9 states: “That there is a 
critical shortage of health professionals across rural, regional and remote 
communities resulting in staffing deficiencies in hospitals and health services”. 
Without swift action as suggested in this “ask”, the current status will not change. 
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framework and update the road network to align with the “Hub and Spoke”  
Transport Network Model and the “Movement and Place” Framework. 

Also in February 2019, the NSW Government announced up to 15,000 kilometres of 
council-owned roads would be returned to state management as part of a broader 
package of support for local councils to better manage and maintain the rural road 
network. 

Combining the transfer of regional roads with the Classification Review will ensure 
equity and transparency in all changes and support the development of an 
integrated road transport network. 

An Independent Panel, chaired by Ms Wendy Machin, has been established to 
make recommendations for consideration by the NSW Government. 

The Minister for Regional Transport and Roads has stated the program that was 
committed during the 2019 election campaign was now scheduled to take up to 
eight years to deliver. 

Ask - Increase regional road funding allocation to the Block, Repair and 
Supplementary grant programs to member councils by 30%. 

Commentary - The current funding allocations are not adequate to maintain the 
existing network at the Austroads standard for the traffic volumes these roads carry.  

Ask - Encouraging greater use of rail for the transporting of grain and thereby 
reducing the amount of trucks on shire roads with resulting financial, environmental 
and road safety benefits.  

Commentary - The impact on the local road network is exacerbated by the trend 
towards trialling heavy vehicles to improve the efficiency of road transport as has 
occurred under the Grain Harvest Scheme. Engineering estimates indicate that a 
truck carrying an additional 0.5 tonnes does 1.6 times more damage to the road, 
and a truck carrying an additional 2.13 tonnes is 8.4 times more damaging to the 
road network. 

Ask - Shifting more freight from road to rail improves safety for other users of the road 
network including school buses and local residents going about their daily activities. 

Commentary - The Riverina and South West Slopes and Plains Containerised Cargo 
Demand Assessment (June 2014) prepared by PWC for Transport for NSW noted that 
transport by rail has a lower probability of accidents. For each net tonne kilometre 
travelled, rail is a third less likely to cause either an injury or fatality. This results in 
savings in relation to health and vehicle repair costs.  

Ask - The benefits of moving grain by rail as opposed to road transport are consistent 
with the findings of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) in its 
review of access pricing on the NSW grain line network (April 2012) which noted that:  
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2. AASB 15 (Revenue from Contracts with Customers) defines control as: “the ability 
to direct the use of, and obtain substantially all of the remaining benefits from, the 
asset. Control includes the ability to prevent other entities from directing the use of, 
and obtaining the benefits from, an asset”. 

3. AASB 16 also includes in the right to control the right to direct the use of the 
identified asset (paras B24-B30). 
 
4. Framework for the Preparation and Presentation of Financial Statements (para 
Aus49.1) states that: “An asset is a resource controlled by the entity as a result of past 
events and from which future economic benefits are expected to flow to the entity”, 
and that “In respect of not-for-profit entities in the public or private sector ... Future 
economic benefits is synonymous with the notion of service potential”.  
 
5. AASB Conceptual Framework for Financial Reporting in para 4.21 states that: “An 
entity has the present ability to direct the use of an economic resource if it has the 
right to deploy that economic resource in its activities, or to allow another party to 
deploy the economic resource in that other party’s activities”. 
 
NSW local government bodies LGNSW and NSW Country Mayors Association have 
been calling for a reversal of the decision that places a huge financial burden on 
our members and puts a cloud over the long-term viability of some member 
councils. 
 

Ask - Increase the funding available to councils through the “Floodplain 
Management Grant Program” to remove the financial burden from local 
government when flood mitigation studies are conducted. 

Commentary - The NSW Floodplain Management Program provides financial 
support to local councils and eligible public land managers to help them manage 
flood risk in their communities. The program supports the implementation of the NSW 
Government’s Flood Prone Land Policy. 

Support provided under the programs usually involves $2 from government for every 
$1 provided by the applicant. Increasing the funding available would eliminate the 
requirement for councils to contribute. 

Ask - NSW Government establish a funding program that will lead to an increase in 
the installation of flood gauges and automated warning systems.  

Commentary - Across our member councils, the current amount and condition of 
flood gauges is unacceptable and swift action is required. Members have raised 
concerns for the safety of those road users travelling through the network of local 
and regional roads during flooding events. 
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Ask - NSW Government provide adequate funding to allow member councils to 
implement any and all relevant recommendations from the recent “2022 NSW Flood 
Enquiry” and that the NSW Flood Inquiry Report recommendations by Mick Fuller and 
Mary O’Kane be implemented fully and with speed. 
 
Commentary - In March 2022, the NSW Flood Inquiry was commissioned to examine 
and report on the causes of, planning and preparedness for, response to and 
recovery from the 2022 catastrophic flood events. 
 
The inquiry made 28 recommendations for change. The recommendations are 
intended to provide practical, proactive and sustained mechanisms to ensure 
readiness for and resilience to flood (and by extension, other disasters). These 
mechanisms include enabling governance structures, administrative tools, new or 
enhanced systems, and better technology and processes to improve the ways in 
which decision-makers at all levels – state and local government, community and 
within families and households – plan and prepare for, respond to and recover from 
flood. 
 

Ask - NSW Government take responsibility for the management and ownership of 
member councils State Emergency Services buildings, including the deprecation 
responsibilities.   

Commentary - CMA member councils are carrying a huge financial burden with the 
provision of buildings and the responsibility of depreciation on an annual basis for 
our amazing volunteers who serve as SES members.  
 
CMA recognises that our communities depend on the services provided by our SES 
teams to keep us safe during extreme conditions and our member council stand 
united in full support. However, in many cases, the facilities our volunteers are utilising 
are inadequate or in need of a major refurbishment. The ongoing costs of these 
works simply can not be met by our members. 
 

Ask - That the NSW State Government undertakes a comprehensive review of 
Volunteer Emergency Services in the State with a review to rationalising the structure, 
financial sustainability and volunteer workforce required for future emergency 
events. 
 
Commentary - The significant impact of recent natural disasters on rural 
communities has seen an unprecedented call upon Volunteer Emergency 
Services.   The increasing demand on volunteers is compounded by a growing 
decrease in numbers of volunteers available to deploy for increasing longer periods 
of time away from their own locality. 
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