
  

Election update:5 March 2024 
  

 

  

1. Polls and Referenda  

  

Councils may wish to conduct a poll or a constitutional referendum at the September 2024 local 
government elections.   
  

A council may take a poll of electors for its information and guidance on any matter.  
  

A constitutional referendum is a poll initiated by a council in order to give effect to the following 
matters:  

• Dividing an area into wards or abolishing all wards  
• Changing the method for electing the Mayor 
• Increasing or decreasing the number of councillors  
• Changing the method of election of councillors for an area divided into wards  

Voting at a poll is not compulsory. Voting at a constitutional referendum is compulsory.  
  

It is important that referendum and poll questions are carefully drafted. Questions should be 
clear and capable of being answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’. 
 
If your council is considering conducting a poll or referendum at the September 2024 elections, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us to discuss the process.  
  



2. Council seminars 

  

The NSW Electoral Commission has information available to assist councils who are planning to 
conduct briefings for prospective candidates. Topics include:  
  

• upcoming candidate webinars and how to register to attend  
• key dates for the election  
• election processes including registration, nomination and electoral expenditure  
• how to contact the NSW Electoral Commission for more information.  

Slides are available from the Council information page on the NSW Electoral Commission’s 
website.  
  

3. Election webinar series 

  

A reminder that the second webinar for council staff is scheduled for 11am on Thursday, 14 
March 2024, and will cover the following topics:  

• Election venues  
• Constitutional referenda & council polls  
• Non-residential rolls  
• Candidate registration and nomination, and how they differ  
• Candidate helpdesk  
• Council resource calendar  
• Countback elections 
• Upcoming council and candidate webinars.  

 

If you have not already done so, please register your attendance. 
 
A series of webinars for election participants will also be held in the lead-up to the 2024 NSW 
Local Government elections.   
 
Information about each upcoming webinar will be published on the NSW Electoral Commission’s 

https://u8991825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.BTcAxV1eyk4VixNLlJpQtKQsGzej-2Bldjoz-2BWZkgY6VXrGrdtre-2FT5HoWsU7J3SVEMN99EfsjzWIv5QywZjjfTA-3D-3DO8Nn_E-2BXK9dAwJ3FDLhPFFqhvxzigXbaMM9EeIGz3OydFi-2BMUBAOH7EMAO7nyMT-2B3hxj1OB1dGajhyXi7gPGI9KkV8-2Fl04Dv4ZoXKpul5OknNfTQr-2BQ36doJylsB-2BT8nMRDilsBaXqP5BVuoIZd9F4isADWnmu5xoQbzggc3qW6SdBwaLG2NTl-2FFjsdyTXFN-2Ft7X4N9lkQRV3AfCbE9T8ZzpAtvaSPiqKOuRLJi9XyxTLXCc4ZD-2FDycYLq8-2BUWO7Pe-2BbIBdFayuP9aWZJbfk4gmj1Ihqdazq4BiqUDctGkD08P-2B5d5duwDHId45-2F7-2BXs7NgRdFMwqYvTnOanCcwuh-2F0SDQReCLjN7XBbrCU1hAhqHoDoMckdpvBQeD0-2BiDwPClxO0L1uFFWxeeAtV6GzMD1owcj3nL62gkmEi6YHVh734o2UmgsfI1Bb2bXsl-2BVBO3-2BkyrzkzpSCipPY5n2UBHAARX0SlhV2wItq5hIe0L1OqSiHmOlTOA766yII4QBh5DNND-2FqgyrMGCiUdArQotL7UWEWg93neuDWk4YMLAUEHqbxlHKrtlc3ODg6zJBKjLJjm8pdeAJ6Er8Ft8VQM1BQXrM62M9fq-2FOfTz2Pr9g2FsA2rti4u2VLEoI5gLFNrBUo1BYmMNeuWxx4wA40Y26qlG7eEdyH1PUqNVvS0BKTXMxRQVW2W2bdwq-2Fdf3UgMyNJMpGOhLes827u70A97NNE2x7ds2q64FYSfA4YuVc5pE2qw2n9jRHAWepAVAXE-2BOJmP1N4dM4oJ9FZNCgPwFfF9frvq-2F81kOnZR4OyAFJ8xmGAxHeJJizCIY4Tn-2BNiMOeseWrS5ZIzgs79vD4v-2Fl39jmmwqvz17ukATwfySvdRYVBqORFDs-2F33X-2BMAfQA1UopJea955EphvvBcooQ3cZpg-2BlyUN27hkVPD2PReaGv8qnJ4r8aZ3KvOwb0rhuW-2B0JIcSiSfPtTY3GYJyuMhAfe5DqVmNdl8dAm0-2BLgrdl1k-2BA1PmbRru0-2Bu8EHvuRXa8Bt-2F3biaiEhsslrGmDUX8MtSa6qw-3D-3D
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website and in our regular communications to councils. 
 
Should you be unable to attend at the scheduled time, each webinar will be recorded and 
published on our website for viewing at any time.  
  

4. Communications resources available – start planning 

  

As promised, a calendar of planned communications activities in the lead-up to the elections is 
now live on our website. This will assist with planning your own communications. 
  

The calendar includes the dates of key activities and when related resources will be available. It 
also provides suggestions about how councils may wish to use these resources. 
  

The first resources available on the Communication resources hub are “Save the date” assets. 
This includes posters, flyers and a social media tile that can be used to promote awareness of 
the election date. We will continue to alert you as additional assets are added. 
  

If you haven’t already done so, we encourage you to follow the NSW Electoral Commission on 
Facebook, X(Twitter), YouTube, Instagram and LinkedIn and share any relevant information 
within your own networks. 
  

Effective social media use is a targeted and sustainable way to raise awareness of the elections 
and provide electors and candidates with key information and dates. We encourage you to share 
social media assets with your communities. 
  

If you have any questions about the elections or the contents of this election update, please 
email councilelections@elections.nsw.gov.au.   
  

  

  
  

 
 

  

  

Unsubscribe 
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