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Tenterfield Shire Council Advocates for Local Farmers on Drought

Tenterfield Shire Council has met with the NSW Government’s Drought Coordinator,
Mr Ray Willis, to discuss deteriorating drought conditions and seek more support for
local farmers and primary producers across the Northern Tablelands.

The meeting followed Council’s recent implementation of Level 1 Water Restrictions
for the area supplied by Tenterfield Dam, reflecting the ongoing impact of dry
conditions in the Shire.

Mr Willis” visit formed part of a targeted regional tour earlier in May. He engaged with
neighbouring councils, as well as industry bodies, regional advisory networks and
community members to better understand conditions and coordinate support efforts.

Mingoola area producers met with Mr Willis, Mr Kel Langfield from the NSW
Department of Primary Industries, and Mr Paul Hutchings, General Manager of
Northern Tablelands Local Land Services, at the Mingoola Hall prior to the meeting
with Council.

The drought situation was clearly articulated by those in attendance, with the need for
more targeted and practical assistance to be conveyed to the Minister.

Mayor Bronwyn Petrie, Acting General Manager Matthew Francisco, and Councillors
Sauer and Bonner met with Mr Willis and Mr Landfield, who delivered two
presentations. The briefings focused on current seasonal conditions, drought trends
across northern NSW, and the range of support services and drought management
measures available to assist primary producers and rural communities.

Community members and primary producers can access the full presentations on the
Council website at www.tenterfield.nsw.gov.au/community/drought-recovery.

The meeting provided a valuable opportunity to put Tenterfield’s local data and lived
experiences directly in front of state decision-makers, helping to inform a more
coordinated response to deteriorating drought conditions, as well as support for local
businesses and producers through to the recovery phase.

Mayor Petrie said the discussion was a crucial in advocating for our region and
highlighting the challenges being faced in Tenterfield.

“Our farmers and community are incredibly tough, but prolonged dry conditions place
an immense physical, emotional, and financial strain on families, especially following
the record drought of 2017 to 2020. This meeting ensures that the stark reality on the
ground in parts of Tenterfield is communicated directly to the state government so
that support measures are practical, timely, and aligned with what our farmers
actually need to survive this period,” Mayor Petrie said.


http://www.tenterfield.nsw.gov.au/community/drought-recovery

The NSW Government continues to expand drought assistance measures, including
new Drought Relief Loans and increasing the cap under the Drought Ready and
Resilient Fund, free feed and water testing, farm resilience planning programs, and
ongoing mental health and financial counselling services.

These measures align with the objectives of the Northern New England High Country
Regional Drought Resilience Plan, developed in partnership between Tenterfield Shire
Council and Glen Innes Severn Council, which focuses on strengthening the region’s
long-term economic, environmental and social resilience to drought.

The clear message from the meeting with the NSW Drought Coordinator, however,
was that more needed to be done, and Tenterfield Shire and community members
now await the outcome of the coordinator’s report to the Minister for Agriculture.

For more information and assistance toolkits, visit the official NSW Government
websites:

e NSW Drought Hub:
www.droughthub.nsw.gov.au

e NSW State Seasonal Update:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate applications/state-seasonal-update.
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