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Local Heritage Fund Guidelines 2026-2027 

Terms and Conditions 

1. Local Heritage Fund Purpose 

A local Heritage Fund has been established by Tenterfield Shire Council with contributory funds 
from Heritage NSW under the NSW Department of Environment and Heritage.  The aim of the 
fund is to encourage as much positive work on heritage items in the area as possible. The fund 
will enable applicants to undertake sympathetic repairs to their properties which are consistent 
with generally accepted heritage principles.  Replacing like with like, repainting properties in a 
colour scheme based on historic evidence and traditional colours for the period and style of the 
building, using recycled or traditional materials where possible and undertaking research on the 
history of a property before undertaking repairs are key ideas which are encouraged by the 
program. 

The local heritage fund funds projects: 

• for conservation and maintenance works; 

• to meet National Construction Code Australia upgrades (fire, services, and access) for 
ongoing and new uses;  

• for heritage items and items in Heritage Conservation Areas in the Tenterfield Local 
Environmental Plan 2013. 

Potential works can include; 

• protection of archaeological sites including protection of cemetery sites 

• reinstatement of missing elements to original details, such as fences, verandahs, timber 
windows, and decorative features 

• removal of unsympathetic additions and restoration to original details 

• emergency repairs and keeping buildings watertight pending longer-term restoration 

• re-roofing and guttering in authentic materials and profiles 

• repainting in a traditional heritage colour scheme 

• interpretation of heritage sites to enhance understanding of the heritage significance 

• Building Code Australia upgrades (fire, services, and access) for ongoing and new uses 

Applications from across the Shire are welcome. 
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2. Projects funded through the Local Heritage Fund  

Projects which involve the repair, maintenance or reinstatement of missing items on heritage 
buildings in the nominated area. These include fences, verandahs, roof cladding and decorative 
detail and may also include structural work through to final painting.      

Example 

A local community group manages a building which is a local heritage item in the Tenterfield 
LEP. They are planning to do maintenance works to repair the exterior roof and replace 
guttering and downpipes. These works will cost $5,000. They apply for a grant of $2,500 and 
will contribute $2,500 themselves towards the project.  

Funding available 

It is proposed that the maximum level of funding per project will generally be limited to 
$2,000.00, however greater funding may be made if circumstances warrant it. All funding is 
based on a dollar for dollar basis, whereby the applicant contributes at least the same amount 
as is sought under the funding application.  

3. Opening and closing dates for applying for grants from the Local 
Heritage Fund 

Applications are now open and close on Wednesday 2 September 2026. Applications will then 
be considered by Council, after which time applicants will be notified in writing of their 
application status. 

4. Who can apply for grants from the Local Heritage Fund? 

All owners and managers of heritage items or items in a Heritage Conservation Area in the 
Tenterfield Local Environmental Plan 2013 or projects supported by Council’s Heritage Advisor 
can apply for grants from the Local Heritage Fund. 

5. What projects can be funded by the Local Heritage Fund?  

Funding is available for heritage items that are:  

• listed as heritage items in the Tenterfield Local Environmental Plan 2013, or 

• included in a conservation area in the Tenterfield Local Environmental Plan 2013, or  

• supported by the Council’s Heritage Advisor or other heritage specialist as being of 
heritage significance. 

6. What projects cannot be funded by the Local Heritage Fund? 

Funding will not be available from the local heritage fund for: 

• new buildings; 

• routine maintenance, e.g. lawn mowing, gutter cleaning or carpet cleaning; 

• projects where adequate funding is available from the applicant or other sources; 

• new commemorative monuments or works; 

• the purchase of heritage buildings; 

• the relocation of buildings or works to relocate buildings; 
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• private headstones, unless there is no possibility of descendent support;  

• floodlighting of heritage buildings; 

• the purchase of equipment; 

• moveable railway heritage items; 

• previously completed works. 

7. Agreed funding priorities 

Priority will be given to projects that are: 

• A major conservation project of a significant heritage item; 

• for heritage item(s) in a well-maintained heritage streetscape or landscape setting; 

• for heritage item(s) with public access and visibility; 

• for urgent maintenance works to avert management risks, e.g. severe 
deterioration, demolition, or demolition by neglect; 

• for items that are part of a heritage group or a precinct; 

• fire, service and access upgrades for compliance with the Building Code of 
Australia;  

• for ongoing or adaptive reuse of heritage item(s); 

• for items that have not received council funding support in the last five years; 

• Other work such as heritage interpretation or historical publication in relation to a 
place of interest. 

8. Common selection criteria  

Funding is targeted to projects: 

• with sustainable long-term heritage benefits; 

• that are for public benefit and enjoyment; 

• that show innovation and leadership; 

• where the project partners have the capacity and commitment to undertake the 
project; 

• that demonstrate funding equity and cost effectiveness. 

9. Applying for funding 

To apply for funding for a project from the Council’s Local Heritage Fund: 

• Read the application form so you know what information you need and if your 
project fits the types of funding offered. 

• Do some background research on your heritage item so you can include all 
relevant information in your project proposal. 



Local Heritage Fund Guidelines- FY 2026-27                                                                               Page 4 of 4 

 

• Prepare a list of project tasks to be completed.  

• Obtain a minimum of one quote for the project. 

• Include relevant plans and sketches if relevant to the proposed work. 

• Take ‘before the project’ and ‘after the project’ photographs.  

• Complete the application form and keep a copy for your records. 

• Talk with Council staff or Council Heritage Advisor about your project. 

10. Submitting your application – Applications close 2 September 
2026. 

Email your completed project application with attached digital images and other information to 
council@tenterfield.nsw.gov.au   or 

Post it to  Tenterfield Shire Council  

PO Box 214  

TENTERFIELD NSW 2372. 

Please either email or post your application. Do not do both. 

Applications close Wednesday, 2 September 2026.  

11. Processing your application  

Projects will be assessed by Council’s Heritage Advisor and a report presented to Council. In 
assessing your application, the quality and clarity of information provided will be taken into 
account. 

A funding offer and contract will be sent to successful applicants in September/October 2026. 

On your acceptance of this offer, all projects must be completed and all funding claimed by 2 
April 2027 at the latest. 

The Tenterfield Council Local Heritage Fund 2026/27 is a targeted funding program. Projects 
must meet eligibility criteria, funding priorities and common selection criteria. However, in 
exceptional circumstances, Council reserves the right to recommend funding for projects that 
may not fully meet these requirements. 

12. Further information  

For further information please contact Council’s Manager Planning & Development, Tamai 
Davidson on (02) 6736 6002 or email council@tenterfield.nsw.gov.au.  
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